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Curricular Practical Training (CPT) 

CPT is a type of work authorization for eligible F-1 international students to participate in paid 
off-campus internships.  The purpose of CPT is academic, not just for employment and the 
internship must be considered an integral part of your degree program.
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CPT Eligibility

• 2 academic semesters
• Attended other universities in the 

U.S.? You may be eligible sooner.

Time at USC

• Fall/Spring CPT: 3.0
• Summer CPT: 2.75

GPA

• The web-based version App: 
https://eva.usc.edu/webapp

Career Success Path
PathGPATime

https://eva.usc.edu/webapp


Things to Consider…
•

•

•

•

If the volunteer internship does not satisfy DOL rules regarding volunteer work, then the work is “employment.” In this 
case, an international student can engage in the internship only if he/she/they has proper work authorization. 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/fact-sheets/71-flsa-internships


Planning Tips

•

•
•
•
•
•

•



≤

Internship Requirements  
Hours of Employment

*You are eligible to work both part-time or full-time during summer.
*You cannot take academic difficulty RCL (Reduced Course Load) with 
internship simultaneously.



Things to Consider…

•

•

•



Internship Requirements  
Location



Things to Consider:

•

•

•
○

•



Internship Course

ENGR 597 ENGR 598 ENGR 596 



Things to Consider…

•

•

•



Internship Requirements  
Offer Letter

•

•

•

•

•



1. Obtain Qualified 
Offer Letter

2. VASE Online 
Application

3. Register for 
ENGR 596, 597 or 598

4. OIS Reviews 
for Final Approval

Apply Online  



     VASE CPT Website

https://viterbigrad.usc.edu/cpt/
CPT Dates and Deadlines



After Approval

o Continue in other 
recruiting process

o Change Employer
o Miss ENGR course 

assignment deadline

OIS
Approved

Do Don’t
❑ Pick up I-20 from OIS
❑ Apply for SSN
❑ Follow instructions 

and deadline in 
ENGR course

+ _



Viterbi Admission and Student Engagement
▪ Email: masters@vase.usc.edu
▪ Website: http://viterbigrad.usc.edu

▪ Check for walk-in and appointment options

Viterbi Career Connections 
▪ E-mail: vcareers@usc.edu
▪ Website: https://viterbicareers.usc.edu/

▪ Check for current walk-in and appointment options

Office of International Services (OIS)
▪ Email: ois@usc.edu
▪ Website: https://ois.usc.edu/ 

Contact Us

mailto:masters@vase.usc.edu
http://viterbigrad.usc.edu/
mailto:vcareers@usc.edu
https://viterbicareers.usc.edu/
https://ois.usc.edu/

